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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2017 

NINTH LEGISLATIVE DAY 

CALL TO ORDER 

 The Senate met at 8:30 a.m., and was called to order by Mr. Speaker McNally. 

PRAYER 

 The proceedings were opened with prayer by Senator Roberts. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Senator Roberts led the Senate in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

SALUTE TO THE FLAG OF TENNESSEE 

 Senator Roberts led the Senate in the Salute to the Flag of Tennessee. 

ROLL CALL 

 The roll call was taken with the following results: 

Present . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

 Senators present were:  Bailey, Beavers, Bell, Bowling, Briggs, Crowe, Dickerson, 
Gardenhire, Green, Gresham, Haile, Harper, Harris, Hensley, Jackson, Johnson, Ketron, Kyle, 
Lundberg, Massey, Niceley, Norris, Overbey, Roberts, Southerland, Stevens, Tate, Tracy, Watson, 
Yager, Yarbro and Mr. Speaker McNally--32. 

COMMUNICATION 

February 16, 2017 
 

The Honorable Randy McNally 
Lieutenant Governor of Tennessee 
Suite 1 Legislative Plaza 
301 6th Avenue North 
Nashville, Tennessee 37243 
 
Dear Lieutenant Governor McNally: 
 
 I respectfully request that my absence at yesterday's Senate Session, February 15, 2017, be 
excused due to a doctor's appointment. 
 
 Thank you for your consideration of this request. 
 
  Sincerely, 
 
 /s/ Brian Kelsey 
 
APPROVED: Lieutenant Governor 
  Randy McNally 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

FINANCE, WAYS AND MEANS 
 

 MR. SPEAKER: Your Committee on Finance, Ways and Means begs leave to report that we 
have carefully considered and recommend for passage: Senate Bill No. 31; and Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 59.  

WATSON, Chairperson 
February 14, 2017 

 
 The Speaker announced that he had referred Senate Bill No. 31; and Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 59 to the Committee on Calendar. 

STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

 MR. SPEAKER: Your Committee on State and Local Government begs leave to report that 
we have carefully considered and recommend for passage: Senate Bills Nos. 125 with amendment, 
148 with amendment, 275 with amendment, 281 and 314. 

YAGER, Chairperson 
February 14, 2017 

 
 The Speaker announced that he had referred Senate Bills Nos. 125 with amendment, 148 
with amendment, 275 with amendment, 281 and 314 to the Committee on Calendar. 
 

COMMERCE AND LABOR 
 

 MR. SPEAKER: Your Committee on Commerce and Labor begs leave to report that we have 
carefully considered and recommend for passage: Senate Bills Nos. 256 with amendment and 262 
with amendment. 
 

JOHNSON, Chairperson 
February 14, 2017 

 
 The Speaker announced that he had referred Senate Bills Nos. 256 with amendment and 
262 with amendment to the Committee on Calendar. 
 

REFERRAL OF BILL 
 

Mr. Speaker McNally announced he had referred the following Senate Bill to the Committee 
on Delayed Bills: Senate Bill No. 1426. 

 
MOTION 

 
 Senator Norris moved, pursuant to Rule 21, Senate Joint Resolutions Nos. 117 through 
133 be passed on first consideration and lie over, which motion prevailed. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS 
 

 The Speaker announced the following resolutions were filed for introduction. Pursuant to 
Rule 21, the resolutions lie over.  
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 Senate Joint Resolution No. 117 by Senator Southerland. 
Memorials, Personal Occasion -- Porshia Rice Cutshall, 100th Birthday. 

 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 118 by Senator Southerland. 
Memorials, Professional Achievement -- Natasha Henson, PreK-4 Hamblen County Teacher of the 
Year. 
 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 119 by Senator Southerland. 
Memorials, Personal Achievement -- Samuel Van Amberg, Eagle Scout. 
 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 120 by Senator Southerland. 
Memorials, Personal Achievement -- Alexander Wayne Couch, Eagle Scout. 
 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 121 by Senator Southerland. 
Memorials, Personal Achievement -- Jordan Taylor Lister, Eagle Scout. 
 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 122 by Senator Southerland. 
Memorials, Professional Achievement -- Sarah Cooper, Grades 5-8 Hamblen County Teacher of the 
Year. 
 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 123 by Senators Gresham and Massey. 
General Assembly, Confirmation of Appointment -- Mike Edwards, State Board of Education. 

 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 124 by Senators Gresham and Ketron. 
General Assembly, Confirmation of Appointment -- Gordon Ferguson, State Board of Education. 

 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 125 by Senators Gresham and Harper. 
General Assembly, Confirmation of Appointment -- Elissa Kim, State Board of Education. 

 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 126 by Senator Southerland. 
Memorials, Personal Achievement -- Jordan Orazi, Eagle Scout. 

 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 127 by Senator Southerland. 
Memorials, Personal Achievement -- Troy Phillips, Eagle Scout. 
 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 128 by Senator Southerland. 
Memorials, Personal Achievement -- Cameron Moore, Eagle Scout. 
 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 129 by Senator Southerland. 
Memorials, Personal Achievement -- Samuel Parker, Eagle Scout. 

 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 130 by Senator Jackson. 
Memorials, Death -- Danny Michael Moore. 

 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 131 by Senator Johnson. 
Memorials, Personal Achievement -- Ashley Hawkins, 2017 Prudential Spirit of Community Award. 

 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 132 by Senator Johnson. 
Memorials, Public Service -- Rachel M. Lee. 
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 Senate Joint Resolution No. 133 by Senator Bailey. 
Memorials, Recognition -- Gracie Gipson, Miss Tennessee Teen America. 
 

MOTION 
 
 Senator Norris moved, pursuant to Rule 21, House Joint Resolutions Nos. 106, 108, 110, 
112, 113 and 116 through 123 lie over and be referred to the appropriate committees or held on the 
Clerk's desk, which motion prevailed. 
 

RESOLUTIONS LYING OVER 
 
 The Speaker announced the following resolutions passed second consideration and were 
referred to the appropriate committees or held on the desk, pursuant to Rule 21:  
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 106 -- Memorials, Recognition -- American Cancer Society. 
 
 The Speaker announced that he had referred House Joint Resolution No. 106 to the 
Committee on Calendar. 
 

House Joint Resolution No. 108 -- Memorials, Recognition -- World Sickle Cell Day. 
 
 The Speaker announced that he had referred House Joint Resolution No. 108 to the 
Committee on Health and Welfare. 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 110 -- Memorials, Recognition -- Tennessee Wing of the Civil 
Air Patrol. 
 
 The Speaker announced that he had referred House Joint Resolution No. 110 to the 
Committee on Calendar. 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 112 -- Memorials, Recognition -- Madison Emaline Davis. 
 
 The Speaker announced that he had referred House Joint Resolution No. 112 to the 
Committee on Calendar. 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 113 -- Memorials, Recognition -- Dr. M. Blaine Jones III. 
 
 The Speaker announced that he had referred House Joint Resolution No. 113 to the 
Committee on Calendar. 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 116 -- Memorials, Sports -- Wayne County High School football 
team. 
 
 The Speaker announced that he had referred House Joint Resolution No. 116 to the 
Committee on Calendar. 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 117 -- Memorials, Sports -- Preston Rice, Wayne County High 
School, 2016 Mr. Football, Division I Class 1A Back. 
 
 The Speaker announced that he had referred House Joint Resolution No. 117 to the 
Committee on Calendar. 
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 House Joint Resolution No. 118 -- Memorials, Sports -- Hardin County High School Lady 
Tigers bowling team, 2017 State Champions. 
 
 The Speaker announced that he had referred House Joint Resolution No. 118 to the 
Committee on Calendar. 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 119 -- Memorials, Sports -- Hardin County High School boys' 
bowling team, 2017 TSSAA State Champions. 
 
 The Speaker announced that he had referred House Joint Resolution No. 119 to the 
Committee on Calendar. 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 120 -- Memorials, Public Service -- Bonnie Merriman. 
 
 The Speaker announced that he had referred House Joint Resolution No. 120 to the 
Committee on Calendar. 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 121 -- Memorials, Public Service -- Sue Creasy. 
 
 The Speaker announced that he had referred House Joint Resolution No. 121 to the 
Committee on Calendar. 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 122 -- Memorials, Death -- Charles Thomas Tomlinson. 
 
 The Speaker announced that he had referred House Joint Resolution No. 122 to the 
Committee on Calendar. 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 123 -- Memorials, Personal Achievement -- David J. Faulkner, 
2016 Legionnaire of the Year. 
 
 The Speaker announced that he had referred House Joint Resolution No. 123 to the 
Committee on Calendar. 
 

PRESENTATION 
 

 Senator Norris introduced Consul General Blais from Canada who spoke to the Senate. 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 71 -- Memorials, Recognition -- Daily Bread Community 
Kitchen. 
 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 72 -- Memorials, Personal Occasion -- Cora Pattie Menefee 
Taylor, 100th Birthday. 

 

 Senate Joint Resolution No. 73 -- Memorials, Retirement -- Lew Kunkel. 

 

 Senate Joint Resolution No. 74 -- Memorials, Recognition -- Paul Pressley. 

 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 75 -- Memorials, Death -- Steve Carroll. 
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 Senate Joint Resolution No. 79 -- Memorials, Retirement -- Mary Pearce. 
 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 80 -- Memorials, Recognition -- Clarksville Association for 
Down Syndrome. 
 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 81 -- Memorials, Personal Achievement -- Ethan Corbin, Eagle 
Scout. 
 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 82 -- Memorials, Recognition -- Keep Morristown Hamblen 
Beautiful, 25th Anniversary. 
 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 84 -- Memorials, Recognition -- Tennessee Holocaust 
Survivors and Liberators. 
 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 85 -- Memorials, Retirement -- Chief Danny Humphrey. 
 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 86 -- Memorials, Recognition -- Red Bank Lions Club, 75th 
Anniversary. 
 
 Senate Resolution No. 10 -- Memorials, Recognition -- the late Thomas Harvey Freeman. 
 
 Senate Resolution No. 11 -- Memorials, Recognition -- Tyler Cates American Legion Post 
#281 in Mt. Juliet, Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day event. 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 87 -- Memorials, Recognition -- Smith-Hughes Act, 100th 
Anniversary. 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 89 -- Memorials, Personal Achievement -- Sean Henry, 2016 
The Tennessean Sports Person of the Year. 
 
 Senator Massey moved that all Senate Joint Resolutions and Senate Resolutions be 
adopted; and all House Joint Resolutions be concurred in, which motion prevailed by the following 
vote: 
 

Ayes . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  31 
Noes . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    0 

 
 Senators voting aye were: Bailey, Beavers, Bell, Bowling, Briggs, Crowe, Dickerson, 
Gardenhire, Green, Haile, Harper, Harris, Hensley, Jackson, Johnson, Ketron, Kyle, Lundberg, 
Massey, Niceley, Norris, Overbey, Roberts, Southerland, Stevens, Tate, Tracy, Watson, Yager, 
Yarbro and Mr. Speaker McNally--31. 
 
 A motion to reconsider was tabled. 
 

CALENDAR 
 

 Senate Bill No. 97 -- Sunset Laws -- As introduced, extends the Tennessee advisory 
commission on intergovernmental relations four years to June 30, 2021. Amends TCA Title 4, 
Chapter 10 and Title 4, Chapter 29, Part 2. 
 
 Senator Norris declared Rule 13 on Senate Bill No. 97. 
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 Senator Bell moved to amend as follows: 
 

AMENDMENT NO. 1 
 
AMEND by inserting the following new section immediately preceding the last section and 
renumbering the subsequent section accordingly: 

 SECTION __. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 4-10-105, is amended by adding 
the following language as a new subsection: 

( )(1)(A) Any member who misses more than fifty percent (50%) of the 
scheduled meetings in a calendar year shall be removed as a member of the 
commission. 

(B) Subdivision ( )(1)(A) shall not apply to members appointed 
under § 4-10-103(a)(1),(2), and (11), or the commissioner of finance 
and administration if appointed under § 4-10-103(a)(7). 

(2) The executive director of the commission shall promptly notify, or 
cause to be notified, the appointing authority of any member who fails to 
satisfy the attendance requirement as prescribed in subdivision ( )(1)(A). 

 
 On motion, Amendment No. 1 was adopted. 
 
 Thereupon, Senate Bill No. 97, as amended, passed its third and final consideration by the 
following vote:  
 

Ayes . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  31 
Noes . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    0 

 
 Senators voting aye were: Bailey, Beavers, Bell, Bowling, Briggs, Crowe, Dickerson, 
Gardenhire, Green, Haile, Harper, Harris, Hensley, Jackson, Johnson, Ketron, Kyle, Lundberg, 
Massey, Niceley, Norris, Overbey, Roberts, Southerland, Stevens, Tate, Tracy, Watson, Yager, 
Yarbro and Mr. Speaker McNally--31. 
 
 A motion to reconsider was tabled. 
 
 Senate Bill No. 127 -- Business and Commerce -- As introduced, prohibits state and local 
governments from taking discriminatory action against a business based on that business's internal 
policies. Amends TCA Title 4; Title 5; Title 6; Title 7; Title 48; Title 61; Title 62 and Title 67, as 
amended. 
 
 Senator Green moved to amend as follows: 
 

AMENDMENT NO. 2 
 
AMEND by deleting subsection (a) in Section 1 and substituting instead the following: 

 (a) A government entity shall not take discriminatory action against a business entity 
on the basis of the personnel and employee benefit policies of the business entity if those 
policies are otherwise in compliance with state and federal law. 
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AND FURTHER AMEND by deleting subsection (a) in Section 2 and substituting instead the 
following: 

 (a) A local government entity shall not take discriminatory action against a business 
entity on the basis of the personnel and employee benefit policies of the business entity if 
those policies are otherwise in compliance with state and federal law. 
 

 Senator Green moved that Senate Bill No. 127, as amended, be placed on the Calendar for 
Thursday, February 16, 2017, which motion prevailed. 
 

RECALL OF BILL 
 
 On motion of Senator Harris, Senate Bill No. 325 was recalled from the Committee on 
Commerce and Labor. 
 

WITHDRAWAL OF BILL 
 
 On motion of Senator Harris, Senate Bill No. 325 was withdrawn from the Senate. 
 

MOTION 
 

 Senator Norris moved that Rules 32, 33 and 37 be suspended for the introduction and 
immediate consideration of Senate Joint Resolution No. 134, out of order, which motion prevailed. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION 
 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 134 by Senator Norris. 
General Assembly, Recess & Reconvene -- Recesses general assembly for President's Day holiday. 
 
 On motion of Senator Norris, the rules were suspended for the immediate consideration of 
the resolution. 
 
 On motion, Senate Joint Resolution No. 134 was adopted. 
 
 A motion to reconsider was tabled. 
 

MOTION 
 
 Senator Norris moved the Proposed Schedule for the week of February 20, 2017, be 
adopted and made the action of the Senate, which motion prevailed. 
 

TENNESSEE STATE SENATE 
110th GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

SCHEDULE 
WEEK OF FEBRUARY 20, 2017 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2017 

   

     HOLIDAY – NO SENATE SESSION  
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2017 
 

8:30 a.m.    Finance, Ways & Means Committee     
      (Immediately following) 
      *Investigations & Oversight Subcommittee  

          10:30 a.m.    State & Local Government Committee   
          12:30 p.m.    Lunch  
            1:30 p.m.    Commerce & Labor Committee  
            3:30 p.m.    Judiciary Committee   
   
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2017 

 
8:30 a.m.    Transportation & Safety Committee  
9:30 a.m.    Government Operations Committee  

          10:30 a.m.    Judiciary Committee  
          11:30 a.m.    Lunch 
          12:30 p.m.    Health & Welfare Committee  
 2:00 p.m.    Education Committee   
 
 THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2017 
 

 8:30 a.m.    SESSION – SENATE CHAMBER 

 9:30 a.m.    Senate Education Committee and Health & Welfare 

       Committee will meet jointly in Room 12 LP 

 

RECALL OF BILL 
 
 On motion of Mr. Speaker McNally, Senate Bill No. 372 was recalled from the Committee on 
State and Local Government. 
 

REFERRAL OF BILL 
 
 Mr. Speaker McNally moved that Senate Bill No. 372 be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce and Labor, which motion prevailed. 
 

RECALL OF BILL 
 
 On motion of Mr. Speaker McNally, Senate Bill No. 253 was recalled from the Committee on 
Finance, Ways and Means. 
 

REFERRAL OF BILL 
 
 Mr. Speaker McNally moved that Senate Bill No. 253 be referred to the Committee on State 
and Local Government, which motion prevailed. 
 

RECALL OF BILL 
 
 On motion of Mr. Speaker McNally, Senate Bill No. 1350 was recalled from the Committee 
on Transportation and Safety. 
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REFERRAL OF BILL 
 
 Mr. Speaker McNally moved that Senate Bill No. 1350 be referred to the Committee on State 
and Local Government, which motion prevailed. 
 

MOTION 
 

 On motion of Senator Crowe, his name was added as sponsor of Senate Bills Nos. 13, 209, 
210, 271, 411, 461, 467, 477, 479, 480, 514, 758, 1155 and 1230. 

 On motion of Senator Norris, his name was added as sponsor of Senate Bill No. 97. 

 On motion of Senator Bailey, his name was removed as sponsor of Senate Bill No. 127. 

 On motion of Senator Ketron, his name was added as sponsor of Senate Bill No. 222. 

 On motion of Senator Yager, his name was added as sponsor of Senate Bill No. 930. 

 On motion of Senator Harris, his name was added as sponsor of Senate Bill No. 981. 

 On motion of Senators Briggs, Gresham, Jackson and Massey, their names were added as 
sponsors of Senate Joint Resolution No. 80. 

 On motion of Senators Harris and Massey, their names were added as sponsors of Senate 
Joint Resolution No. 84. 

 On motion of Senator Bailey, his name was added as sponsor of House Joint Resolution 
No. 87. 

 On motion of Senators Yarbro, Harper, Dickerson and Haile, their names were added as 
sponsors of House Joint Resolution No. 89. 
 
 On motion of Senator Tracy, his name was added as sponsor of House Joint Resolution 
No. 95. 
 

ENGROSSED BILLS 
February 15, 2017 

 MR. SPEAKER: Your Deputy Chief Clerk begs leave to report that we have carefully 
examined: Senate Bill No. 97; and Senate Joint Resolutions Nos. 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 79, 80, 81, 82, 
84, 85 and 86; and find same correctly engrossed and ready for transmission to the House. 

ALAN WHITTINGTON, 
Deputy Chief Clerk 

ENGROSSED BILLS 
February 15, 2017 

 MR. SPEAKER: Your Deputy Chief Clerk begs leave to report that we have carefully 
examined: Senate Joint Resolution No. 134, and find same correctly engrossed and ready for 
transmission to the House. 

ALAN WHITTINGTON, 
Deputy Chief Clerk 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
February 15, 2017 

 
 MR. SPEAKER: I am directed to transmit to the Senate, House Joint Resolutions Nos. 126 
and 127, adopted, for the Senate's action. 

 
TAMMY LETZLER, 

Chief Clerk 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

February 15, 2017 
 

 MR. SPEAKER: I am directed to return to the Senate, Senate Joint Resolutions Nos. 68 and 
69, concurred in by the House. 

 
TAMMY LETZLER, 

Chief Clerk 

 
ENROLLED BILLS 
February 15, 2017 

 
 MR. SPEAKER: Your Deputy Chief Clerk begs leave to report that we have carefully 
compared Senate Joint Resolutions Nos. 68 and 69; and Senate Resolutions Nos. 10 and 11; and 
find same correctly enrolled and ready for the signatures of the Speakers. 

 
ALAN WHITTINGTON, 

Deputy Chief Clerk 

  
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

February 15, 2017 
 

 MR. SPEAKER: I am directed to transmit to the Senate, House Joint Resolutions Nos. 87 
and 89, for the signature of the Speaker. 

 
TAMMY LETZLER, 

Chief Clerk 

 
SIGNED 

February 15, 2017 
 

  The Speaker announced that he had signed the following: Senate Joint Resolutions Nos. 68 
and 69; and Senate Resolutions Nos. 10 and 11.  
 

SIGNED 
February 15, 2017 

 
  The Speaker announced that he had signed the following: House Joint Resolutions Nos. 87 
and 89.  
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
February 15, 2017 

 
 MR. SPEAKER: I am directed to return to the Senate, Senate Joint Resolutions Nos. 68 and 
69, signed by the Speaker. 

 
TAMMY LETZLER, 

Chief Clerk 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Senator Norris moved the Senate adjourn until 8:30 a.m., Thursday, February 16, 2017, 
which motion prevailed. 
 
 


